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DECLARATION 
Agreed to en the x1th of April, 1792, by the SOCIETY 
- THE FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, 


ASSOCIATED FOR THE PURPOSE OF OB TAINING 


— 


A PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


1 A NUMBER of Perſons having ſeri- 
gy ouſly reviewed and confidered the 
actual ſituation of public affairs, and 
« ſtate of the kingdom, and having 
% communicated to each other their opini- 
ons on theſe ſubjects, have agreed and 
« determined to inſtitute a Society for the 
*« purpoſe of propoſing to Parliament and 
« to the Country, and of Nr to the 
4 utmoſt of their power, the following Con- 
ſtitutional Objects, making the preſer- 
4 vation of the Conſtitution, on its true 
principles, the foundation of all their 
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Firſt.— To reſtore the Freedom of Elec- 


* tion, and a more equal — of 


« the People in Parliament. 


S-condly.—** To ſecure to the People i 
more frequent Exerciſe of their Right of 


« electing their Repreſentatives. 

The Perſons who have ſigned their 
« names to this agreement, think that theſe 
« two fundamental meaſures will furniſh 
e the power and the means of correcting 
«* the abuſes, which appear to them to have 
« arilen from a neg lect of of the acknowledged 
« Principles of the Conſtitution, and of ac- 


7 — thoſe ſubordinate Objects of 


* Reform, which they deem to be eſſential 
4 to the Liberties of the People, and to the 
4 2 Government of the Kingdom.“ 


Signed by 


Charles Gr , Eſq. M. p. . Hurford Stone, Eſq. 
Hon. Thos. Maitland, I. P. H. Lambton, Eſq. M. P. 
George Rous, Eſq. John Godfrey, 
William Cuninghame, Eſq. George g Ea, 
T weddell, Efq. Arthur Pi 
1 of Lauderdale. J. B. Churc E M. r. 
Nicolls Raynsford, Eſq, Gilbert Ironſide, Eſq. 
Mackintoſh, El. T. B. Hollis, Efq. | 
homas Chriſtie, Edq. 8. Whitbread, jun. Eſq MI. . 


Malcolm Laing, Eſq. Sir }. 1 | Bey 
Right Hon. Lord Kinnaird M. A. Taylor, Eſc 

2mes Archdekin, Eſq. William Nieten, Pa | 

iiam Harwood, E Thomas Rogers, EG. 

David Godfrey, Eſq. - Hon. Thomas Erſkine, » M. P. 
Higgins Eden, Eſq, R. night, Eg 1 
Phitip Francis, Eſq. m. 7. Thos. Thompſon, Eſq. w. r. 
Charles PO _ Colonel Tar] * 


Mr. Ser- 
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Mr. Serjeant Bond James Weſt, Eſq. 

William Luſhington, Eſq. Rich. Carpenter Smith, Eſq, 
Samuel m_ yy W.PowlettPowlett, Eſq M. . 
Per IN {q George Livius, Eſq, 

R. B. Sheridan, Eſq. M. p. Right Hon. Lord Daer 
William F — Fo {q: ho N Douglas 
Norman Macleod, Eſq. M. . Rev. Dr. Kippis 

| 2 Loſh, Eſq. James Jacque, Eſq. 

r. Aldm. Sawbridge, M. . Francis Lows ve Beckford, Eſq. 
Richard Weld, Eſq. Adam Walker, Eſq. 
John Claridge, Eſa. Richard Sharp, Eſq. 

John Wharton, Eſq. M. y. Rev. Dr. Joh Towers 
James Martin, Eſq. M. p. John Furnell Tuffen. Eſq. 
William Smith, Eſq. Mu. 7. John Clerk, Eſq. 
John Scott, Eſq. homas Bell, Eſq. 
Sir Belli ohn Wilſon, Eſq. 
7 g, Eſq. M. r. oat Stirling. Eſq. 
ben Tone, Ee. Richard Heaviſide, Eſq. 

| — 2 „ Bs Mr. Alderman Combe 
Ralph Carr, j =} Eſq. 

Ralph Milbanke, Eſq. M. r. 

Henry Howard, Eſq. 
B. E. Howard, Eſq. 
E. B. Clive, Ef Ya, 
Henry Howard, Gi {qe M. P. the Crocs, ſq. 
John Leach, Eſq. . - John Pratt, Eſq. 

ohn Nicholls, 1q. W. Maxwell, Eiq. 
Joſeph Richardſon, Eſq. 1 4 BS 

ohn Towgood, Eſq. i Bel jun. 
William Chiſholm, ſq. Thees Bell, jun. Eſq. 
John Fazakerley, Eſq. Richard nen. _ 
Richard S. Milnes,Efq. M. r. * N 

Samuel Shore, Bi. 
Samuel Shore, jun. Eſq. "= C. — 
Charles Warren, Eſq. William White, Eſq. 
Long Kingſman, Eſq. T. Holt White, Eſq. 
Edward Jer. Curteis, Eſq. W. Stone, Eſq. 

Samuel Long, Eſq. r. 7, Joſhua Grigby, Eſq. 
John Bourdieu, Eſq. Robert Aitken, Eſq. 
T. B. Rous, Eſq. on Spurrell, E1q. 
D. OcBryen, Eig. homas Nevill, Eſq. 
J. 28 Bailey, Ed. T. Rutt, Eſq. 

A3 Rob. 
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Rob. Slade, Eſq. Philipps, Eſq. 
Fran. Kemble, Eſq. Porter, Eſq. 
1 Sharp, Eſq. Nag Gawler, Eſq. 
ohn Barnes, Eſq. Rev. J. C. Banks 
Mer Ruſe, Eſq. — Greatheed, Eſq. | 
ordon, Eſq. Thomas Crookenden, Eſq. 
Mr. " Griffin | Ben. Bakewell, Eſq. 
Mr. Edward Hall Col. Haſtings 


William Boſville, Eſq. D. E. Mac oe. hs 
John Redman, Eſq. 


NON-RESIDENT MEMBERS who have 3 the 


DECLARATION. 


Right Hon. the Earl of Buchan, Scetland. 
Sir J. E. Swinburne, Bart. Northumberland. 
Profeſſor Millar, Glaſgow. 


G. Lloyd, Efq. Suffolk. 


W. Belſham, Eſq. Bedford. 
Capel Loft, Eſq. Suffolk. 


W. Davy, Eſq. Devonſhire. 


James Milnes, Eſq. Yorkſhire. 


Robert Monteith, Eſq. Glaſgow. 


J. Richardſon, Eſq. Glaſgow. 
J. Loſh, Eſq. Cumberland. | 
J. Grigby, jun. Eſq. Suffolk. | 2 jp 

TREASURERS. BM 


Right Honourable Lord Kinnaird. 
. Ti 8 * 
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or FRIENDS or THE PEOPLE. 


REGULATIONS. 


I. RESOLVED, That the Title of this 
Society be, THE FRIENDS oF THE PEOPLE, 
aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining a Parlia- 
mentary Reform. _ 

II. That the Declaration agreed upon at 
the Meeting of the 1th of April, 1792, 
expreſſes the nen Objects of this So- 
ciet 
III. That no perſon be capable of be- 
coming a Member of this Society until he 
has expreſſed his Aſſent, by ſubſcribing his 
Name to the above-mentioned Declara- 
tion. | | 

IV. That every Candidate for admiffion 
to this Society ſhall be propoſed and ſe- 
conded by Two of its Members, and ballot- 
ted for at the ſucceeding Meeting. 

V. That the Election of Members ſhall 
be by Ballott, and that no Candidate ſhall 
be deemed duly elected, unleſs it ſhall ap- 
pear that he is choſen by Nine-tenths of 
the Members preſent. 

VI. That until the Sende ſhall conſiſt 
of One Hundred and Fifty Members, no 
Ballot ſhall be taken, or other Buſineſs be- 
gun, unleſs a Number, not leſs than One 
Third, of the Members of the Society be 


preſent. 
&gy: v 2 vh That 


E That a General * — of this 
eld at Fre ons Tavern, at One 
+l in = . on — Firſt 
rday in every Mon uring the Sittin 
of — ” 4 \ 
VIII. That the Members of this Society 
be.duly ſi to every General Meet- 
ing, and that far that Purpoſe they enter 
— Places of Abode in a Book, to be 

by the Committee. 
That a Committee, conſiſting of 
Twelve Perſons, be appointed, one Fourth 
of which ſhall be replaced 8 
at each. General Meeting Society. 
X. That this — A — empowered 
to conduct the ordinary Correſpondence 
with all Individuals or Societies, deſirous 
oting the. Cauſe of Parliamentary 


XL That the. Duty of this Committee 


ſhall ob to. ich Buſineſs as ſhall 
Re he fit to be laid before the 


General Meetings of the Society; and that 
they ſhall be requeſted to draw up ſuch. 
Reſolutions, as they ſhall deem proper to 
be ſubmitted to their Conſideration. 

XII. That this Committee be hereby 
enjoined. ſtrily to conform in all their 
Correſpondence, or other Communications, 
to the Principles contained in the Declara- 
tion of the 11th of April, 1792 

XIII. That ſuch Committee have Powen 
and Authority to regulate the Mode of their 


own 
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own Proceeding, conforming to the general 


Rules and occaſional Inſtructions of the So- 


ciety, and alſo to employ any Clerks at 
the go ce of the Society, and to draw 
upon the Treaſurer for any Sums which 


they may find neceſſary for their Proceed- 


ing 8. 
XIV. That it be a general Inſtruction 


to the Committee, in their Correſpond- 


ence, to adviſe all Friends of Parliamentary 
Reform, to form themſelves into ſimilar 
Societies, on ſimilar Principles, in all Parts 
of the Kingdom; and that a Copy of the 
Dl IS the 11th of April, be tranſ- 
mitted to all ſuch Societies. 
XV. That, to defray the r Ex- 
of the Society, each Member ſhall, 
on his Admiſſion, pay to the Treaſurer, 


Two Guineas and a Half, and continue the 
fame ogg annually, computed from 


Lady-Day, 


1792. | 
X VI. That two Treaſurers ſhall be an- 
nually appointed to receive the Contribu- 


tions of Members, and that they ſhall 


be empowered to iſſue Money upon the 
Order of the Committee, or the Vote of a 
General Meeting. 

XVII. That the Committee be empow- 
ered to call extraordinary Meetings of the 
Society, giving as much previous Notice 
to che Members as the Exigency of the 
Buſineſs may permit. 


XVIII. That 
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XVII. That, in order to promote the 


Eſtabliſhment of ſimilar Societies in other 
Parts of the Kingdom, One Hundred non- 
reſident Members ſhall be admitted into 
according to the Rules of Ballotting. 
XIX. That ſuch non-reſident Members 
ſhall ſubſcribe One Guinea annually, to the 
General Fund: and a written Authority, 
for inſerting their Names in the Books of 
the Society, ſhall be lodged in the Hands 
of the Secretary by the propoſing Member. 
Such Members during their occaſional re- 
fidence in London, and Attendance on the 


_ this fociety, being propoſed and choſen 


Society, being entitled to all the Rights of 


ordinary Members. | Es 
XX. That ſuch non-reſident Members 

ſhall ſign the Declaration of this Society, of 
the 11th of April, 1792, ſubjoined as follows : 


ET agree fully to the 
Principles expreſſed in the above Declaration of the 11th 


1 1792) 97 the Society of the Friends of the 
ir 


People, and am deſirous of being admitted into the Aſſo- 


ciation as a non-reſident Member, my refidence at a diſ- 


tance from London preventing my attendance on the or- 
dinary Meetings of the Society. | | 


(Signed) 


Free- 


-— 
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| Freemaſons Twerb⸗ 6th April, 1592. 
At a General Meeting of the Society eſtabliſhed 
on the 11th Inſtant, under the Title of the 
FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, aſſociated for the . 
purpoſe of obtaining a PARLIAMENTARY 
REFORM. | 
W. H. LAMBTON, Eſq. M. P. 
IN THE CHAIR. 
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READ the Draught of an Addreſs to the 
People of Great Britain, contained in the 
Report of the Committee. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, _ 
That the ſaid Addreſs is approved of and 
adopted by this Meeting, and that it be 


printed. ; of 
Addreſs to the People of Great Britain. 


| NO man, who is not ready to expreſs his 
concurrence in our principles by ſigning the 
Declaration, can be admitted into our Society. 
The objects of it, as we conceive, are of a na- 
ture at all times fit to be purſued and recom- 
mended to the country. At different periods 
they have heretofore been avowed and ſup- 
ported by the higheſt authorities in this 
kingdom ; by eminent individuals, and con- 
ſiderable bodies of men; by Mr. Locke and 
Judge Blackſtone; by the late Earl of Chat- 
ham, and Sir George Savile ; by the —_ 
. e gh 
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tations may pr 


cuſed or ſuſpected of factious pur 
dangerous deſigns without extending the 
ſame accuſation or ſuſpicion to the motives 


with equal deliberation, weighed the rea- 
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of Richmond, the Marquis of Lanſdown, 
Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Fox; by petitions from 
ſeveral counties, and by repeated declara- 
tions from the city of London. ng 
In appealing to the avowed opinions of 
men o ellablilbed reputation, or of diſtin- 
guiſhed rank in their country, we do not 
mean to ſtrengthen the reaſon or enforce the 
neceſſity of the meaſure we propoſe, ſo 
much as to obviate all perſonal imputations, 
which the enemies of the cauſe will be ready 


to throw upon thoſe who ſupport it. It is 


not, that on our account, we dread the effect 
or regard the ws en, which ſuch impu- 

uce. But we think it ma- 
terial to the credit and ſucceſs of our pro- 


ceedings to ſhew, that we are not aiming 


at Reforms unthought of by wiſe and virtu- 


ous men ; that our opinions neither poſſeſs 
the advantage, .nor are liable to the objec- 
tion of novelty ; and that we cannot be ac- 
es, or 


of men, whoſe ſituation and property, in- 


dependent of their character, principles, 


and abilities, have given them a moſt impor- 
tant ſtake in the peace and good government 

Convinced; by our own reflections, by ex- 
perience, and by authority, that the thing 
we propoſe to do, is fit to be done, we have, 


ſons 
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ſons that may recommend, or be object- 
ed to the preſent time, as the moſt or 
leaſt proper for bringing it forward. On 
this point, we have no addreſs to make, to 
the determined enemies of a reform of every 
kind. Their objection, whether valid, or 
not, 1s to the ſubſtance of the meaſure, and 
cannot be abated by circumſtances. To 
thoſe who concur On in the principle, 
but who may be inclined by particular rea- 
ſons to defer the attempt, we ſeriouſly with 
to ſubmit the following conſiderations: that 
admitting this to be a ſeaſon of general tran- 
\ in the country, it is, on that account, 
the more proper for temperate reflection, 
and prudent exertions to accompliſh any 
nocd improvement ; — it is the time 
when practical meaſures for that purpoſe, 
are moſt likely to be adopted with diſcretion 
and purſued with moderation. If we are 
tee to wait for other times, of a dif- 
erent complexion, for times of public com- 
plaint, or general diſcontent, we ſhall then 
told, that general remedies are not fit to 
be propoſed in the moment of particular diſ- 
order, and that it is our duty to wait for the 
return of quiet days, unleſs we mean to cre- 
ate or increaſe confuſion in the country. The 
reſult of this dilemma, if it be ſuffered to pre- 
vail, is pure and abſolute inactivity at pre- 
ſent, and for ever. On the other hand, if 
it be true, as we are convineed it is, that in 
this general appearance of tranquillity, there 
„ FISO'2 Sz | 18 
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is ſome mixture of diſcontent, as well as of 


8 


ſtrong and well grounded opinion, on the 


ſubject of abuſes in the Government, and 
corruptions of the Conſtitution, we wiſh it to 


be conſidered by men, whoſe judgment has 
been formed or enlightened. by experience, 
and whoſe actions are moſt likely to be di- 


rected by prudence, whether in ge Ter 
per meaſures to remove the cauſe and objects 
of ſuch diſcontent, and opinion, the choice 
of the time be not a material part of the 
meaſure ; and whether the earlieſt time that 


can be taken for preventing the increaſe of 


883 evil, be not the ſafeſt and the 
The example and ſituation of another 
kingdom, are held out to deter us from in- 
novations of any kind. We ſay, that the 
Reforms we have in view are not innova- 
tions. Our intention is not to change, but 
to reſtore; not to diſplace, but to re- inſtate 
the Conſtitution upon its true principles, 
and original ground. In the conduct of 
perſons moſt. likely to reproach ns with a 
ſpirit of innovation, we fee a ſolid ground 
for retorting the imputation. Their pro- 
feſſions of admiration of the beauty, and of 
zeal for the ſecurity, of the Conſtitution, 
ap to us too laviſh to be fincere, eſpe- 
cially when compared with thoſe practical 
violations, with which they fuffer this beau- 
tiful ſyſtem to be invaded, and to which 
they never refuſe to give their concurrence. 
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They will not innovate, but they are no 

enemies to gradual decay ; as if the changes 
inſenſibly produced by time and -nouriſhed 
by neglect, were not in effect the moſt dan- 
gerous innovations. But what ſecurity 

have we, that the diſpoſitions of ſuch men 
are not ſomething W than paſſive? how 
are we aſſured that, in praiſing the Conſtitu- 
tion, their intention is not to adorn a victim, 

which they wiſh to ſacrifice, or to Hatter the 
Beauty they are endeavouring to corrupt? 
Let their intention be what it may, we 
anſwer their accuſation in the words of one 
of the wiſeſt of mankind: «© THAT TIME 
« IS THE GREATEST INNOVATOR; 
« AND IF TIME OF COURSE ALTER 
« THINGS TO THE WORSE, AND IF 
« WISDOM AND COUNSEL SHALL 
« NOT ALTER THEM TO THE 
BETTER, WHAT SHALL BE THE 
<:ENIDX 5; 5: T OP 53 : 
Buy the Reform propoſed by Lord Chat- 
ham , he declared in the Houſe of Lords, 
that he meant to infuſe a portion of new bealtb 
into the Conſtitution. The Duke of Richmond 
has declared & that his reaſons in favour 
« of a Parliamentary Reform were formed 
e on the experience of twenty-ſix years, 
c which, whether in or out of Government, 


had equally convinced him, that the reſtora- 


Lord Bacon. + Jan. 22,1770. 5 Jan. 17, 1783. 
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e ef it gene Blouſe of Continue, By d 
* renovation of the Rights of the People, was 
of corrups. 


« the only remedy againt that ſyſtem 
tion, which bad brought the nation to diſgrace 


« 
Other authorities, in favour of a Parlia- 


mentary Reform, as direct and explicit as 


theſe, might be quoted in abundance. The 
ublic is pol of them. We rather wiſh 
o encounter, becauſe we are ſure we can 
efface, in every rational mind, the impreſſion 


which may have been made by a view of 


thoſe events, which have attended a total 


change in the Conſtitution of France. WE 


DE THE EXISTENCE OF ANY 
RESEMBLANCE WHATEVER BE- 
TWEEN THE CASES OF THE TWO 
KINGDOMS; AND WE - UTTERLY 
DISCLAIM THE NECESSITY OF RE- 
SORTING TO SIMILAR REMEDIES. 
We do not believe that, at this day, an ab- 
ſolute avowed deſpotiſm, in the hands of 
the executive power, would be endured in 


this country. But who can ſay, to what 


ooncluſion the ſilent unreſiſted operation of 
abuſes, inceſſantly acting and eonftarit] 
increaſing, may lead us hereafter ; wha 
habits it may gradually create; what power 
it may finally eſtabliſh ? The abuſes in the 


government of France were ſuffered to 


gather and accumulate, until nothing but an 


eruption could put an end to them. The 


— 


« and poverty, and threatened it with the toſs of 


we. 
_ 
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diſcontent of the people was converted into 
deſpair. Preventive remedies were either 
not thought of in time, or were not propoſed 
until it was too late to apply them with 
effect. The ſubverſion of the ancient 
government enſued. The inference from 
this compariſon is at once ſo powerful and 
ſo obvious, that we know not by what ar- 
gument to illuſtrate or enforce it. We 
mean to. avert for eve: from our country the 
calamities inſeparable from ſuch convulſions. 
If there be, as it is ſaid, in any part of this 
kingdom, a diſpoſition to promote confuſion, 
or even to arrive at improvement by un- 
conſtitutional and irregular courſes, we hold 
ourſelves as ſtrictly pledged to reſiſt that 
diſpoſition, wherever it may appear, as to 
purſue our on objects by unexceptionable 
methods. If, on the contrary, it be true, 
that the maſs of the people are ſatisfied 
with the preſent ſtate of ot or indif- 
ferent about it; if they approve of the re- 
preſentation as it ſtands, the form of election, 
and the duration of the truſt; or if con- 
demning theſe things, they are determined, 
from indolence or deſpair, not to attempt 
to correct. them; then indeed the efforts of 
individuals may be ineffectual, but they 
cannot be injurious to the peace of the com- 
munity. If the ſpirit of the Conſtitution 
be dead in the hearts of the people, no hu- 
man induſtry can revive it. To affirm, that 
extenſive miſchief may be done by a ſtate- 
„ r ee 
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ment of facts or a which — 
no general impreſſion on the public mind, 
is a propoſition that contradicts itſelf, and 
5 uires no other refutation. We truſt it 
be proved by experiment, that theſe 
inconſiſtent aſſertions areequally unfounded, 


and that the people of this country are no 
more diſpoſed to ſubmit to abuſes without. 
complaint, than to look 1 oa in any 
proceedings repugnant to the laws, or un- 

warranted by by the « 1 32323 
anarchy an ng for our- 
ſelves, we have . 2 to — we 
have no preference to give. We neither 
admit the neceſſity, nor can we endure the 
idea of — to either of theſe ex- 
* from the other. The 
ermined to purſue, is 
equally diſtant f from both. 

Finally, we aſſert, that it muſt be blind- 
— to ſee, and treachery not to ac- 
That be inſtruments of powe are not 

; perhaps ſo open and avowed as 838888 


« tere, therefore: are the leſs liable to 
«6: Jealous individiaus refleftions ; ; but 
are not the weaker upon that account. 


66 


Port, our national debts and taxes bave, 


-« their natural conſequences, thrown b ca 
« weight of power into the executive ſcale of 
« government, as we cannot think was intended 


« who glor 
Haul the file of the un ori. 
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« dable parts of the prerogative, and by an un- 
- kee want of foreſight, eſtabliſhed this 
« ſyſtem in their ſtead.” Our general object 
is to recover and preſerve the true balance 
of the Conltitution. ; 
THESE ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF 
OUR ASSOCIATION, and, on our ſteady 
adherence to them, we look with a juſt con- 
fidence to the approbation and ſupport of 
the people in the proſecution of our object. 
A nes, ſo likely to be oppoſed by the 
united ſtrength of various intereſts, can 
never ſucceed, but by the declared and 
hearty concurrence of the nation. 


* 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


That a motion be made in the Houſe of 
Commons, at an early period in'the next 
Seſſion of Parliament, for introducing a Par- 
liamentary Reform. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


| That Charles Grey, Eſq. be requeſted to 
make,. and the Hon. Thomas Erſkine to ſe- 
1 the above motion. 


Signed. 5 
By the unanimous Order of the Meeting, 5 
W. H. LAMBTON, CHAIRMAN. 
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Freemaſons Tavern, Saturday, May 5th, 1792. 


WILLIAM BAKER Eſq. M. P. inthe Chair. 


| Right Hon. Lord JOHN RUSSELL, M. P 
++... DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN. 


R. BAKER, from the Committee, 
brought 'up the following Reſolutions, 
which were agreed to by the Society. 
REesoLvED, That it appears to this Meet- 

ing, that a formal Notice having been given 
in the Houſe of Commons, on Monday the 
goth of April, by Charles Grey, Eſq. of his 
intention to bring forward, at an early pe- 
riod in the next Seſſion of Parliament, a 
Motion for a Parliamentary Reform, occaſion 
has ſince been taken to throw out and pro- 
pagate a variety of aſperſions, equally 
groundleſs in ſubſtance, and opprobrious in 
terms, againſt the motives, objects and pro- 
cedings of this Aſſociation. 

Res0LvED, That although we are of 
opinion that the true objects of our inſtitu- 
tion have been clearly defined, and Oy | 

expreſſed in our Declaration, and Addreſs, 

it may nevertheleſs be adviſeable to encoun- 

ter and repel the calumnies, with 9 

| | ve 
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have been attacked, by the following obſer- 
vations, which we willingly ſubmit to the 
cool and impartial judgment of our coun- 
try. | | | 
That, whereas it is objected generally by 
perſons, who have not yet ventured to de- 
ny the neceſſity of a Reform in the actual 
Repreſentation of the People, at ſome proper 
but undetermined period, that time we have 
taken, and the mode we have adopted, for 
bringing forward the meaſure, are likely to 
produce the moſt dangerous conſequences in 
the country ;—we ſay that the arguments, 
which determined us in the choice of the 
time, have been fully ſtated in our Addrels, 
but have been no where anſwered, nor at all 
fairly confidered. This objection is urged 
and relied on, as if it had not been forſeen 
and anticipated. We muſt content ourſelves 
therefore with re- aſſerting that a ſeaſon of 
quiet and proſperity is the moſt proper for 
mild and temperate diſcuſſion, as well as for 
taking moderate and reaſonable ſecurities 
for the future; and that the choice of ſuch 
a time is alone ſufficient to clear us of any 
intention to promote popular diſcontent. 
But we underſtand it has been particularly aſ- 
ſerted that the preſent time is improper, be- 
cauſe no ſpecific grievance exiſts ; whereas the 
period, when former propoſals for Reform 
were offered to Parliament, was perfectly 
proper, becauſe a grievance did then ſubſiſt 
min the American war; the origin, the con- 
| 3 ſtimnuance, 
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tinuance, and the calamities of which were 


attributed to, or ſuppoſed to be connected 
with the imperfect and corrupted ſtate of 
the Repreſentation of the People in Parlia- 
ment. | | | 
Me do not admit that the immediate non- 
exiſtence of grievances, which the acknow- 
ledged corruption of the inſtitution is at all 
times equally capable of producing, is any 


objection againſt taking ſecurities to prevent 


the return of ſuch grievances. But we 

ſitively affirm, that in fact, a caſe has lately 
occurred, which, on the very principles of 
the objection, eſtabliſhes the neceſſity of a 
Reform in the conſtruction of the Houle of 


Commons. We mean the late Armament 
intended to act againſt Ruſſia, which might 


have involved the nation in a moſt impolitic 
and ruinous war ; and to which a large ma- 


jority of the Houle of Commons gave their 


ſupport, in direct contradiction to the real 
intereſts, and to the acknowledged ſenſe of 
the people. With reſpect to the mode of 
of our proceeding, we conceive that the ob- 
jections urged againſt it, ought to have been 
as preciſe, as ſpecific, as the reaſons we have 
aſſigned in ſupport of it. Inſtead of compar- 
ing the principles we profeſs with thoſe of 
the Conſtitution; inſtead of canvaſſing the 
terms of our declaration, and * g a con- 
tradiction between our profeſſions and our 
conduct, it is thought fit to load us with a 
looſe, unſupported, general charge, n 
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ed in the lan of reproach, not of ar- 
gument; of uniting with certain bodies of 
men, whoſe principles and ar as far as 
they appear to be ſuch as they arereprelent- 
ed, we have not only diſclaimed in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms, but have declared, that we are 
e eee to on to — — of our 
ability. Not a fin ition, not one 
2 rar th nor even a workin the declaration 
and addreſs, which we have ſubmitted to 
the public, has been pointed out as liable to 
an objection of any kind. We do believe, 
that the minds of men are every day more 
and more enlightened on the ſubject of the 
Conſtitution and Government of their coun- 
try, as well as more attentive to it, than in 
former times. That diſpoſition bas not been 
created by any efforts of ours. We are of opi- 
nion, that it exiſts very generally throughout 
this kingdom. Is it uſeful to difcourage, is it 
 poffible to ſuppreſs it? We earneſtly recom- 
mend it to thoſe, who wiſh well to the 
of the kingdom, to conſider ſeriouſly, whe- 
ther under the acknowledged exiſtence of 
abuſes, a declared reſiſtance to every pro- 
poſal for amendment, may not in the event, 
prove favourable to the views of men, whoſe 
principles are deſtructive of all good govern- 
ment, and wholly irreconcileable with the 
object of our Aſſociation. | 
Before the Motion, to which one of our 
Members, in compliance with the requeſt 
of the Society, has " hat himſelf, = 
| ws I es 
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be made, we hope the ſenſe of the coun- 
try, will be diſtinctly expreſſed. If, after 
having done every thing in our power, 

obtain thefReform, which we think wanting, 


the country ſhall appear to be ſatisfied, 


with the preſent ſtate of the Repreſentation, 
we mult and ſhall ſubmit. If, on the con- 


felt and acknowledg- 
ed, we ſhall hold ourſelves bound to ule 
every legal and conſtitutional means of 


trary, the 32 of our meaſures ſhall 
appear to be generally 


effecting a timely and temperate Reform; 


the only one which we can propoſe, and the 
only one to which we will give our concur- 
rence. Whenever that object is attained, 
our Aſſociation is at an end WE CO No FUR- 


THER.—The people then will poſſeſs a more 


perfect organ to expreſs their ſentiments, 
and a _ to correct thoſe abuſes, which 
we call ſubordinate, and which we believe to 
pr principally from the preſent de- 
praved ſtate of the Repreſentation of the 
People in Parliament. colors 


© ResoLveD, That the above , 
propoſed by the Committee, be agreed to, 
and adopted by the Society, and that the 
Committee be inſtructed to publiſn the ſame. 


9730 Signed, By Order of the Society, | 


+ "WILLIAM BAKER, M. P. Chairman. 
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PFreemaſon's Tavern, Saturday, May 12, 1 792, 


Right Hon. Lord JOHN RUSSELL, M. P. 
CHAIRMAN. | 


GEORGE BYNG, Eſq. M. P. 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN. 


"HE following Letter, received at the 
_® laſt Meeting, from the Society for Con- 
- ſtitutional Information, and then ordered 
to be reported upon by the Committe, 
was again read. 2 2:4 


« SIR, 


« By: the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
5 formation, I am commanded to expreſs 
« to you the ſatisfaction that its Members 

. the inſtitution of your Society. 
« That the Houſe of Commons itſelf, 
«« which is the very ſubject to be reformed, 
-& ſhould, have furniſhed a part of the 
« {ſtrength of this new Inſtitution, may ul- 
« timately afford important advantages to 
« the public. But it muſt not, Sir, be 
** diſguiſed, that at firſt this circumſtance 
* will neceſſarily be accompanied with 

FOE __ « doubts, 


* the duration of Parliaments, it ww: 


„5 
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« doubts, with ſuſpicions, with appre- 
« henſions. It is not, Sir, the firſt time 
that Members of that Houſe have pro- 
« feſſed themſelves Reformers. It is not 
c the firſt time that they have entered into 


* popular Aſſociations; but, ſhould they 


* on this occaſion prove faithfully inſtru- 
“ mental in effecting a ſubſtantial Reform 


in the Repreſentation of the People, and 

I be the 
« firſt time that the Nation hath not found 
« itſelf in an error, when it placed confi- 
« dence in aſſociated Members of Parlia- 
« ment, for the recovery of the Conſtitu- 
tional and ineſtim . of the 
« People. The long loſt Rights of Repre- 
« ſentation arerights, Sir, which, in truth, are 
not to be recovered but by the exertions 


« and unanimity of the People themſelves. 
* Impreſſed with this great truth, it has 


« been an invariable object of this Society, 
to revive in the minds of the Commonalty at 
© large a knowledge of their loſt Rights, re- 
&« fpefting the Election and duration of the Re- 
« preſentative Body; and we doubt not 
that your Society will fee the wiſdom of 


* purſuing a like courſe. May it taſte the 
« delight of diffuſing this knowledge ! May 


«jt the honour of calling forth the 
« energies of the Nation att 


When this Society, Sir, contemplates 


« that flood of light and truth, which, under 
a benign Providence, is now IIS 
£7 | %% — 
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from the earth deſpotiſm in all its forms, 


and infringements of rights in all its de- 


grees ; to make way for freedom, * 
peace, and human happineſs; and when 
it ſees your Society announce itſelf to the 


world, as the Friends of the People, it 


reſts aſſured, that this new Inſtitution 
abundantly partakes of that light, that it 


embraces that truth, and that it will act 


up to the ſacredneſs of that friendſhip 
which it profeſſes, by nobly caſting from 
it with diſdain all ariſtocratic reſerves, 
and fairly and honeſtly contending, for 
the People's Rights in their full ex- 
tent. Here; Sir, be aſſured, lies all your 
ſtrength. You may boaſt of names, of 

wealth, of talents, and even of principles, 
but without the fellowſhip of the people, 
underſianding and feeling their immedi 

intereſt in the conteſt, your Aſſociation, 
whenever it grapples with that power- 
ful deſpotiſm to which it is oppoſed, and 


to which a conſtitutional cloak ſerves as 


ſhield and armour, will moſt aſſuredly 


* crumble to duſt. s T4 
Here, Sir, it is with peculiar ſatisfac- 


tion, that the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information can expreſs its belief that to 
its own unequivocal * Declaration of 


« Rights, without which no Engliſhman can be 


cs 


 & ga Freeman, nor the Engliſh Nation a free 


People,” it owes that confidence on the 


part of all true friends to a ſubſtantial _ 


«© Reform 
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Reform of Parliament, which in all 


periods of the Society's exiſtence, it has in- 
variably experienced. This ſhort declara- 
tion, containing no more than four diſtinct 
propolitions, ſatisfied the people that the 
Society aſſumed not the Office of Re- 
former, without knowing with preciſion 
what wanted reform ; nor the character 
of friend, without manifeſting that ſin- 
cerity which gave proof of its attachment. 
It left to ſuch Reformers as Mr. Burke 
to talk of the People's liberties ; and at 
the lame time to deny, or explain away 
their rights. Xi | 


This Society, Sir, truſts that the purity 
of principle, which actuated indikidust 


Members of Parliament, who joined the 
Aſſociations that have been ſpoken of, 
will in no degree be affected by the ob- 
ſervations that have been made upon the 
mefficiency of thoſe Aſſociations; but con- 
vinced that a ſtrong impreſſion ſtill re- 


mains upon the minds of the people, that 


in general, perſons who have long been 
accuſtomed to hold ſeats in the Houſe of 
Commons under the preſent abuſes in the 
repreſentation, and whoſe connections 
are all Ariſtocratic, muſt be almoſt more 
than men, at once, and completely, to 
ſacrifice both prejudice and unwarranted 
power at the Altar of Freedom. This 
Society, convinced, I ſay, Sir, of the 
exiſtence of this impreſſion, woul - = 
+." | | 140 u er 
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«ſuffer its delicacy to ſtand in the way of 

its duty on this important occaſion ; but 
determined with the frankneſs, belonging 

« to ſincere affection, to warn its new bre- 

% thren againſt a danger, to which they 

« might otherwiſe become expoſed through 

+ mere inadvertency. . 
That the diſtinguiſhed perſons who 

* have adorned the Senate, and now adorn 

„ your Society, may be found equal to the 

« ſublime effort of virtue which their ſitua- 

« tion now demands; and may on that ac- 

« count receive the bleſſings of their coun- 

« try and of mankind to the lateſt poſterity, 

« is the ſincere, the ardent wiſh of the 

Society for Conſtitutional Information, in 

« whoſe name I have the honour to ſub- 

« ſcribe myſelf, with great regard, 


Cc SIR, Gr . 
© Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, f 
r . eee 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT, CAN. 


a To the Preſident of the Society, en- 
- titled, The Friends of the People, aſ- 
« ſociated for the pu 7p? e of obtaining 


| 7 9 
<« Parliamentary Reform“ 
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William Baker, Eſq. M. P. Chairmatn, 
reported from the Committee, the follow- 


mg anſwer, which they propoſed to the 


adoption of the Society. 


4 


« SIR, 


te Fully ſenſible that the Society for! Con- 


ſtitutional Information have made no ſacri- 
fice to delicacy in their Addreſs to us, we, 
on our part, ſhall affect no diſguiſe. Vo- 
luntary Aſſociations not being armed with 
1 — authority, have no force but that of 
no hope of ſucceſs, but in the 


the 
„ We profeſs not to entertain a wiſh, 


« that the great plans of public benefit, which 


« Mr. Paine has ſo powerfully recommended, 


<« will ſpeedily be carr into effect x; _ 


amuſe our fellow-citizens with the 

ficent promiſe of obtaining for them che 
Rights + of the Peo — F their full ex- 

« tent,” the indefinite e of deluſion, 


which by opening unbounded proſpects of 


tical adventure, tends to deſtroy —— 


public opinion 5 which 1 is the ſupport of all 


©» Poankaicant wh: ee hid Reſolutions of the 
Mancheſter Society, publiſhed by the Society for Conſti- 


tutional Information, in the Chronicle of the 


* 16th of April, 1792. 


+ The words of their Letter, * . CARTWRIGHT. 
Free 


—— of reaſon, and the concurrence of 
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Free Governments, and to excite a ſpirit of 
innovation, of which no wiſdom can forſee 
the effect, and no {kill direct the courfe. 
We view man as he is: the creature of habit 
as well as of reaſon. We think it therefore 
our bounden duty to propoſe no extreme 


changes, which, however ſpecious in theory, 


can never be accompliſhed without violence 
to the ſettled opinions of mankind, nor at- 


_ tempted without endangering. ſome of the 
moſt eſtimable advantages which we con 


feſſedly enjoy. We are convineed that the 
people bear a fixed attachment to the happy 
form of our Government, and the genuine 
principles of our Conſtitution. Theſe we 
cheriſh as objects of juſt affection, not from 
any implicit reverence or Habitual ſuperſti- 
tion, but as inſtitutions beſt calculated to 
to produce the happineſ: 


s of man in Civil 
Society; — and it is becauſe we are convinced 
that abuſes are undermining and corrupting 
them, that we have aſſociated for the pre- 
ſervation: of thoſe principles. We wiſh to 

— we with to 


preſerve it. 1 


« Aſſociations formed in the face of 
Power, in oppoſition to the- intereſts: of 
our preſent Legiſlators, evince that individual 
ſecurity, and perſonal independence, are al- 
ready eſtabliſſied by our laws. The immenſe 
accumulation of debt, the enormous taxa- 
tion of ſeventeen millions of annual * 

8 
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demonſtrate that the collective intereſts of the 
community have been neglected or betrayed. 
We beheve the defective Conſtitution of the 
Aſſembly entruſted with the public purſe to 
be the real ſource of this evil. With this 
view we have pledged ourſelves to attempt 
a timely and ſalutary Reform; adhering in 
every meaſure, we may take to the funda- 
mental principles of the Conſtitution. Ac- 
cording to thoſe acknowledged principles. 
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tze People have a perfect right to poſ- 
| ſeſs an organ by which the public mind 
\8 may ſpeak in Legiſlation; and to bind 
4 Y | - 

0 | their Repreſentatives to the intereſts of 


the whole community, by. a frequent re- 
novation of the truſt. "Theſe objects ac- 
 compliſhed, we believe abuſes will find no 
protection in a genuine Repreſentation of 
the People; that regulations beſt adapted 
tothe public happineſs will be gradually in- ? 
fuſed into our laws, through the known 
channels of iſlation, and that the agi- 
tated minds of men, reſuming their con- 
fidence in Parliament, will ſubſide into a 
calm expectation of redreſs, without for- 
getting the principles, or violating the forms 
of the Conſtitution. I 
„ Theſe, as we think, are the views of 
men deteſting anarchy, yet ſincere FRIENDS 
OF THE PEOPLE. Vour letter appears to 
to us to be written with a view to create 
diſtruſt of our deſigns; to inſinuate 3 
" | O 
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of our ſincerity, and to excite an early ſuſ- 
picion of our principles in the minds of the 
People. We have not, however, refuſed in 
anſwer, to diſclaim what we condemn, and 
to avow our real objects, from the purſuit 
of which, we will not ſuffer ourſelves to be 
diverted by any controverſy. We muſt 
beg leave at the ſame time to decline all fu- 
ture intercourſe with a Society whoſe views 
and objects, as far as we can collect them 
from the various reſolutions and proceed 
ings which have been publiſhed, we cannot 
help regarding as irreconcileable with thoſe 
ra intereſts on which you profeſs to in- 
form and enlighten the People. | 
« Signed in the name, 
And by order of the Society, 

« JOHN RUSSELL, CHAIRMAN. 


40 Freemaſon's Tavern, May 12, 1792. 


« To Joun CarTwRIGHT, Eſq, Chair- 
man of the Society for Conſtitu- 


« tional Information.” 


RESOLVED, 5 
That the Society do approve and adopt 
the Anſwer propoſed by the Committee to 
the Letter of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information. : | 


RESOLVED, _ it 
That the proceedings of this day, in- 
cluding the Letter of the Society for Conſti- 
Ok C utional 
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Freemaſons Tavern, June 2, 1792. + 


AT a General Meeting of the Society 
of the Friends of the People, aſſociated 
for the e her of. obtaining a Parlia- 

mentary Reform held this Day,— 


Sir JOHN THROCKMOR TON, Bart. Chairman. 
' JOHN WHARTON, Eſq. M. P. Dep. Chairman. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


'THAT the Thanks of this Society be given 
to Charles Grey, Eſq. for his able and manly 
defence of this Inſtitution in the Houſe of 
Commons, on the 253th of May, and for 
the juſt ſeverity with which he expoſed the 
dereliction of the Cauſe of the People, by 
thoſe who heretofore profeſſed themſelves 
Advocates for Parliamentary Reform. 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, | 

That the Thanks of this Society be given 
to the Right Hon. Charles James For, for his 
ſteady adherence to the cauſe of the People, 
and for his able and eloquent ſupport of 
the amendment, moved Charles Grey, 
Eſq. to the Addreſs of the Houle of Com- 
mons, on the gzth of May—an Amend- 
ment which teaches Magiſtrates to afford 
an equal protection to the civil Rights of 
Men of all denominations, and combines 
XZ the Peace and Order of Society, with the 
= Liberty and Happineſs of the People. 
I 5 „ | RESOLVED 


5 
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


That the Thanks of this Society be given 
to thoſe Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who, upon the ſame occaſion, joined 
their efforts, and ſo ably and eloquently 
ſupported Mr. Grey's Amendment. 


' RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


That the Thanks of this Society be given 
to the Right Honourable the Earl of 

Lauderdale, for his able and manly 
defence of this Inſtitution in the Houſe of 
Lords, on the giſt of May; and for the 
juſt ſeverity with which he expoſed the 
dereliction of the cauſe of the People, by 
thoſe who heretofore profeſſed themſelves 
advocates for Parliamentary Reform. 


RESOLVED UNANIMCUSLY, 


That the Thanks of this 8 be given 
rquis of 


to the Moſt Noble the 


downe, for his conſiſtent conduct 
in the Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, and 
for the ſupport, which, with ſo much 


ability and eloquence he gave to the Amend- 


ment propoſed by the Earl of Lauder- 


- RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, — 


That a Copy of the Second Reſolution 


_ be” tranſmitted by the Chairman of this 
Meeting, to the Right Hon. Charles 
James For; and that a Copy of the 
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Fifth Reſolution be alſo ſent by him to the 
Marguis of Lanſdowne. 4 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 36 45 

That a Proclamation of the Crown, can- 


not reſtrain or impeach that freedom in the 
diſcuſſion of Political Subjects, which is 


eſſential to the preſervation of Public Liberty, 


congenial to the Spirit of the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution, and the Birth-right of Britons eſta- 


bliſhed by their Laws. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 
That the late Proclamation appears to 
this Society unneceſſary; becanſe thoſe who 
under 22 of exerciſing this right of 
diſcuſſion, intentionally vilify the 


litica 
Be and create diſaffection in the 


mind of the people, are liable to proſecution, 
and may be puniſhed in the Courts of Law; 
but that all meafures which have a tendency 


to prejudge the cauſe even of theſe offenders 
before trial are highly improper. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 
That a Proclamation profeſſing to be di- 


rected againſt the authors and publiſhers of 
ſuch writings ; but ſo indefinitely expreſſed 


as to leave a doubt whether other perſons, 
whoſe principles and proceedings, even 
malice itſelf, cannot find a ground to attack, 
were the real objects; is of dangerous ex- 


ample in the Government of a FREE 
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

That this Society, conſcious of the in- 
tegrity of their motives, are determined to 
perſevere in propoſing to Parhament, and to 
the Country, by the ſame temperate and 
legal means which they have hitherto uſed, a 
Reform in the Repreſentation of the People, 
the neceſſity of which, late events have only 
tended to confirm. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, ; 


That theſe Reſolutions be printed, and 
L in the Morning and Evening 
TS. 


wi 
In ame and he to Order of the Meeting. 


E Pg Chairman. 
: 5 $i 


325 © ORDERED. 


That the following Letter, and the — 
of the Committee of this Same, | be printed 
and publiſhed. 


* Committee of the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information at Sheffield, 
to the Committee of the Honourable 
Society, entitled the Friends of the 
People, in London. | 


40 GENTLEMEN, 


It is with infinite pleaſure we have od 
and conſidered your Addreſs and Declara- 
tion from your General Meeting on the 26th 
of. April laſt. The principles therein ſet 
* by ſo large a body of the moſt re- 


ſ — 


1 
8 * 


that fo honourable a Society, 8 


reform as you point out; but 


the adoption of the moſt eligible plan of a 
more free and equal repreſentation in the 
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ſpectable and worthy characters, are a ſuffi- 
cient teſtimony and confirmation —— us, 
I 
themſelves in ſupport of the ble — 
general cauſe of the community, will ren- 
der themſelves moſt truly worthy of that 
high and benevolent a jon, by which 
they are already known to us, The Friends 
of the People. | 
« Your ſentiments, your motives, and 
your plan of obtaining a reform of the abuſes 
of government are perfectly in uniſon with _ 
our ideas.— It is our bufineſs (to which we 
have always confined our endeavours) to 
inſtruct the people in a temperate and 
Pa CY a 
ttempied to adopt int out any 
et a to adopt or point out any 
— mode of ning it, barter 
you will obferve by the incloſed, be- 
lieving that in due time men of more re- 
ſpectable characters and greater abilities 
would ſtep forward. To ſuch we have 
always had an eye, and upon ſuch we have 
ever meant to rely for our government, and 


Houſe of Commons, and the removal of 

the great abuſes and impoſitions by meaſures 

altogether inadequate to the intereſt and 

welfare of the nation in genera], and to the 

mechanical and laborious part of the com- 

munity in particular. %%% YE 
; . „ 


mity, peace, and concord. As our Mem- 
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elt is therefore with the higheſt degree 
of ſatisfaction, that we behold ſuch a re- 


ſpectable body ſtepping forward in ſo laud- 


able, ſo juſt, and ſo good a cauſe. You 
have our warmeſt wiſhes, ſincereſt ihanks, 
and aſſured endeavours of ſupport in it, to 
the beſt of our abilities, in a rational and 
peaceable way. It is our duty, and 


it will ever claim our attention ſtrictly to 


adhere to, to maintain, and be governed 
by the principles laid down in your Decla- 
ration. Notwithſtanding the groſs and 
fallacious inſinuations of the enemies of 
Juſtice: and equity, we are aſſured that no 
honeſt man being acquainted with our prin- 


ciples, would have attempted to declare in 


the Houſe, that the deſign of theſe Aﬀocia- 
tions is completely to overturn the Conſtitu- 
tion, &c. and we are ſorry, that Mr. Baker 
was under the diſagreeable neceſſity of ex- 
plaining, in anſwer to ſuch groſs aſſertions, 


without having it in his power to ſpeak 


with preciſion to the principles and deſign 
of this, and the ſimilar ſocieties, and to have 
united them with yours in his explanation. 
For this, and ſimilar reaſons, we are induced 
to take the liberty of troubling you with 
the above, and following ſketch. Our Mem- 
bers are now about 2400; yet we have 
the ſatisfaction with truth to affirm, that 


not the leaſt diſorder or confuſion hath made 


its appearance amongſt us—all is unani- 


bers 
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bers increaſe, the number of Meeting places 
are increaſed in proportion, ſo as not to 
exceed at moſt thirty Members at one 
place. All the circular Meetings are held 
once a fortnight, on the ſame evening. Our 
General Meeting is held once a month at 
three different houſes, on the ſame day, 
generally very crowded; yet, good order 
and regularity are _— attended to ; and 
we doubt not but what has been ſuggeſted 
to be impoſſible, will be fully-manifeſted to 
be not only practicable, but eaſy to ac- 
compliſh, v1z. to introduce uſeful knowledge, 
good order and regularity, into the minds 
and morals of the common or lower orders 
of people. bo | 
« We are perfectly ſatisfied of the inte- 
grity and abilities of thoſe reſpectable cha- 
racters who conſtitute the Society of the 
Friends of the People (but if we may pre- 
ſume to lay before them ſome thoughts we 
have had, reſpecting what method would 
be the beſt to adopt 2 obtaining the gene- 
ral ſenſe of the nation before the propoſed 
Motion in the next Seſſion of Parliament 
takes place) we beg leave, with great defe- 
rence to that honourable Society, to ſubmit 
the following to their ſuperior judgment. 
We believe the moſt likely and effectual 
plan will be to eſtabliſh a Convention in 
London by Deputies from each County or 
Diſtri&, by which means the ſentiments of 
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the nation may 

1 the Friends of the 
ing up to F of 

as our leaders and directors in this 


and eſteem it a great favour, to re- 
ceive any communication which ny _ 


vouchſaſe to favour us with. 
Tag: T have the honour to be, 3 


« Your's very reſpectfully, 
SAMUEL ASHTON, Sec. 


By Order of the Committee, 
Sheffield, May 14, ic, 


The Committee of the 


of the Friends 


of the People, adele for the get 


of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, to 
the Committee of the Society for Conſti- 
tonal Information i in She Id. wo 


Ne. 52, Fritb. fru, Fal 


= 0 0. Ac 24 1702. 


We beg leave to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 14th inſtant, and to re- 
turn you our thanks for a confidence which 
we truſt our future conduct will merit from 
our country. 1 

We have received fincere pleaſure, not 


only from the firm and virtuous tone in 


which 


* 


be obtained without any 


great t and neceſſary buſineſs, we ſhall be 
PPY 
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which you have ſpoken your principles, but 
from the wife and temperate manner in 
which you have limited their application to 
practice. Werejoice - that our ſentiments, 
% our Motives, and our plans of reform, 
« are perfectly in unifon with your ideas,” 
becauſe we believe that a n the 

eat body of the People correſponding to 
fuch " Continents,” will equally — 2 
the two oppoſite claſſes of enemies to the 
public weal; that it will defeat the hopes of 
thoſe who would dupe the people into tu- 


na, and thas it Wil fim che fan ern r 


thoſe advocates of corruption who have 
laboured to render the cauſe of Liberty 
odious and terrible to all good citizens, by 
_ confounding it with principles of anarchy, 
and by loading it with the obloquy of pro- 
voking civil commotion, and of endanger- 
ing the deſtruction of a Conſtitution, Juitly 
renowned for the freedom and happinel 
which it has ſo long beſtowed. —Yow are 
pleaſed to ſay that «© you look up to the 
“Friends of the People as your Leaders 
“ and Directors in this L buſineſs.” — 
Authoriſed as we feel ourſelves by this pro- 
ferred guidance, and by that harmony of 
| ſentiment which, from the tenor of your 
letter, we muſt ſuppole to exiſt between 
| you and ourſelves, permit us to lay before 
you ſome ideas which are dictated by zeal 
for our common caufe. The cauſe of li- 
berty can never be endangered by the aſ- 


ſault 
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fault of its enemies, but may ſometimes be 
expoled by the indifcretion of its friends. 
Its princi are founded on impregnable 
reaſon, and its enemies are therefore too 
dextrous direftly to attack them. It is not 
againſt the reaſonings of the champions of 
corruption (for they have produced _ 
but it js againſt their craft and their miſ- 
repreſentation that We have found it ne- 
ceflary to defend ourſelves by the wari- 
neſs of our language and our conduct. 
A ſimilar warineſs, as far as the autho- 
rity of our opinion can extend, we mult 
counſel all ſocieties aſſociated on ſimilar 
rinciples for the accompliſhment of the 
me object, to oblerve. Accuſed as they 
are, in common with ourſelves, of medi- 
tating one object and holding forth an- 
other; of ſeducing the people by a mea- 
ſure ſo ſpecious and ſalutary as Parlia- 
mentary Reform, into other meaſures of 
_ deſperate tendency and undefinable ex- 
tent, we can only adviſe them to follow 
our example in honeſtly and ſolemnly 
declaring, that they make the preſer- 
« vation of the Conſtitution, on its true 
« principles, the foundation of all their 
% proceedings, and the meaſure of all 
their Reforms. Language thus explicit, 
will effectually combat miſrepreſentations, 
to which, perhaps, ardent indiſcretion may 
have. ſometimes furniſhed pretexts. An 
early declaration of theſe opinions, which 
en 
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we ſincerely believe you to entertain, will 


conciliate many to the cauſe of a Reform, 
who are now held in honeſt neutrality by 
their fears. The friends of order, after 


| ſuch a declaration, juſtified by conſiſtent 
conduct, will be no longer driven to ſeek 


refuge from anarchy in the boſom of cor- 
ruption. The intereſted ſupporters of the 


preſent abuſes will thus be diſarmed; for 


it is only by confounding Reform with 
commotion, and corruption with the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, that they are enabled to pro- 
long and to defend their uſurpations. All 
our language, as you will perceive from 
the proceedings, which we tran{mit to you, 
has been cautious, becauſe all our views are 
moderate. We are perſuaded that you 
have a ſimilar moderation of views, and we 
earneſtly exhort you to a ſimilar caution in 
language. 8 | i 

It is only indeed with Societies who ex- 
preſs the ſame moderation of principles, 
and adopt the ſame warineſs of language, 


that this Society can entertain any corre- 


ſpondence, or prone any co-operation. 


Me have publicly diſclaimed what we con- 


demn, as well as avowed our real object; 
and on an occaſion unſought for by us, in 
conformity with this principle, we have 
been compelled to decline all intercourſe 


with the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 


mation in London, for though we neither 
wiſh to attack, nor pretend to dictate, we 
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are certainly entitled to decline all inter- 
courſe with men whoſe views and prin- 
ciples appear to us irreconcileable with 
On the particular meaſure which you 
ſuggeſt for collecting the opinion of the 
people on the ſubject of Reform, we do not 
feel ourſelves yet prepared to decide. In a 
more advanced ſtage of the buſineſs, it 
may become very fit matter for delibe- 
1 | Permit us, Sir, to conclude with congra- 
= tulating you, and congratulating our coun- 
: i" try, on the admirable principles K 
1 letter contains, and on the intrepid modera- 
1 tion which it entitles us to expect from you. 
1 You will deprive our enemies of every pre- 
1 text for counterfeiting alarms which they 
4 | do not feel, and of every opportunity to 
4 | defeat our meaſures by calumniating our 
1 | intentions. 
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Hh In Name, and by Order of the Com- 
= mittee, (Signed) ; 
C. GREY, Chairman. 
= To Samuel Aſbton, Eſq. Secretary to the So- 
__— k — for Conſtitutional Information in Shef- 
=! EE woot | 


kree- 


2 
S 


= — * {= 4 * 
1 4 e <3, * | k | 
E n R 5 Wer e 


5 — — Ke 3 REEL ——— 2 — 


P 


8 9. "as e 
2 22 r 


OF FRIENDS or THE-PEOPLE. 47. r 
Freemaſon's Tavern, Saturday, June g, 1792. 


JOHN WHARTON, Eſq. M. P. 
| CHAIRMAN, * 


SAMUEL WHITBREAD, Jun. Eſq. M. P. 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, | 


1 MF: BYNG, from the Committee, read 
the following Letter, addreſſed to the 
Chairma I! n of this Society. ” 


Monday Noe, June 4, 1792. 
n Fune + 1 


E Aſter the ſtrong declaration and pro- 
teſt, which ſome of us e it our duty 
to make at the Meeting on the 19th of May, 
„„ r we 

might perhaps have juitified in - 

dag that Tine of conduct which we now 

ourlelves bound to ue, immediately on 
the appearance of the Paper from the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information on 
the 25th of that month, if we had not been 
anx3ous, in that moment of critical expec- 


cation, to check every ſymptom of difunion 
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among ourſelves, in the ſanguine hope 
that at the Meeting on Saturday laſt, 
the moſt deciſive” ces; Mig might have been 
taken to obviate the fatal ettects of that 


Publication. 


« You, Sir, will recollect the weighty ob- 


jections which were made to Mr. Cooper's 


admiſſion as a Member of: the Aſſociation, 


the ſpecific ground of thoſe objections, and 


the declared Reſolution of ſome of us to re- 
nounce our connection with the Aﬀociation 


on that very account: and, as we cannot 
| _ ail e between the appointment of that 


n to correſpond with the Ja- 

Jr wa at Paris, and the expreſs avowal 
of a ſimilar correſpondence actually car- 
ried on under the hand and ſignature of 
Mr. Cartwright, we are at a loſs to 
conceive, upon what principle, the one 
{ſhould have ceaſed to belong to the Aſſoci- 
ation, which did not equally 3 the 
excluſion of the other. 
«No. ſtep. of this ſort appears to have 
been taken. Retaining the ſame opinion of 
the — ap of a Parliamentary Reform, 
to thoſe principles which alone 

induced A to engage in the Aſſociation, and 
which we have repeatedly declared to the 
Public, we feel —_— is 5 — to our on 
oonſiſtency of conduct; and, under this im- 
preſſion, we think it incumbent on us to 
withdraw our names from a Society, v which, 
by continuing ſuch connections, will, in our 


opinion, fruſtrate the attainment of thoſe 


very 


Y 
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very aliedts for which alone the Aſſocia- 
tion was inſtituted, and to which alone 
its attention ought to be directed. 

« We have the honour to be 


«$23.0; - 
 « Your moſt obedient 
I, « And humble Servants, 
(Signed) JOHN RUSSELL, 
BAKER, 
by E. CURWEN, 


DDLEx NORTH, 
J. COURTENAY. 


« To the Chairman. of- the Aſſociation 
72 obtaining a Parliamentary 
« Reform.” 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


That if it had occurred to any Member 
of this Aſſociation, that Major Cartwright 
ought to have been excluded on Satire 
laſt, it would have been an act of public 
duty in ſuch Member to have brought for- 
ward a motion for that purpoſe. 


a 
. 

7 
1 
t 


* Laan.  & 1 R Wd * 


RESOLVED "UN ANIMOUSLY, 


That no one of the five Gentlemen, who 
bave aſſigned the continuance of Major 
Cartwright in the Society as their ſole rea- 
fon for quitting it, did attend at the General 
Meeting on 1 Saturday laſt, 


* bci RE- 


— 
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, I, 

That it does not appear upon what rea- 
ſonable ground the five Gentlemen, who 
have now quitted the Aſſociation, could 
have entertained a ſanguine bope, that mea- 
ſures, which even they did not think fit to 
recommend, . ſhould have been propoled by 
others in their abſence. | 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

That at the Meeting on the 19th of May, 
the name of Mr. Cooper was voluntarily 
withdrawn by the Gentleman who had 
originally propoſed him, before any objec- 
tion had been publicly made, or any thing 
whatever had been ſaid in the Society upon 
the ſubject. | 
| RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

That this Society) have entered into no 
connections whatſoever inconſiſtent with their 
declared principles; but, on the contrary, 
have publicly — — all intercourſe with 
another Society, whoſe views and objects 
appeared to them irreconcileable with the 
real intereſts of the People, and the genuine 
principles of the Conſtitution. | 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 
That if this Society had, in any inſtance, 
_ contradicted or departed from the declared 
principles and objects of their Inſtitution, or 
_ deviated from the mode, which was ori- 
ginally adopted for obtaining them, in- 
dividuals 
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dividuals might then be juſtified in with- | 
drawing from it. | 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 
That no act, proceeding, or reſolution of 
the Aſſociation, has been, or can be pointed 
out, in which they have contradicted or de- 

parted from the declared principles and 

Cbjecls of their Inſtitution, or deviated from 
the mode which was ons ney 3 for 
obtaining them. 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

That the Secretary be directed to ex- 
punge the name of Lord John Ruſſell from 
the Books of the Society. ; 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, | 

That the Secretary be directed to ex- 
unge the name of William Baker, Eff. 
from the Books of the Society. | 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

That the Secretary be directed to ex- 

Ea nge 1 name of John Chriſtian Curwen, 
from the Books of the Society. 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

That the Secretary be directed to ex- 
5 the name of Dudley North, Eſq. 
rom the Books of the Society. 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, | 
That the Secretary be directed to ex- 
punge the name of J. Courtenay, Eſq. from 
the Books or the Society. 


D 2 The 
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The names of thoſe five Gentlemen being 
expunged agreeably to the Reſolutions of the 
Society. 

Ordered, That the proceedings of the 
liſhed? | on this day be printed and pub- 


In Name and by Order of the 0 


_ (Signed) 
JOHN WHARTON, Chairman. 


FRIENDS 
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Committee Rooms, No. 52, Frith-ſtreet, Soho. 
| P December 10, 1792. | 


The Committee appointed by the So- 
ciety of the Friends of the People, aſſociated 
for the purpoſe of obtaining a PARLIA- 
MENTARY REFORM, having already 
ſummoned a General Meeting of the Society, 
to be held at the Free-Maſon's Tavern, on Sa- 
turday next, the 15th inſtant, will not antici- 
pate the objects to be then ſubmitted to their 
conſideration ; at the ſame time, viewing 
with anxiety the meaſures that have been 
lately taken, they think it incumbent on 

them to warn thoſe with whom they are en- 
paged in the great cauſe of PARLIAMENTARY 
EFORM, againſt the effects of an alarm 
which has been raiſed by circumſtances fo 
extraordinary and unexpected. They, there- 
fore, earneſtly expreſs their wiſh that the 
Meeting may be attended by as many Mem- 
bers of this Aſſociation as poſſible, confident ' 
that they will come to it with that diſpoſition 


of temper and firmneſs becoming men inte- 


reſted in the preſervation of the peace and 

liberty of their country, which can alone 

be ſecured by a ſteady adherence to the ac- 

knowledged principles of the conſtitution. 
£6 By Order of the Committee, 

© G. BYNG, Chairman.” 

D3 Free- 


* 
1 
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F ree-Maſon's-Tavern, Saturday, December 15, 1792. 


At a General Meeting of the Society of the 


Friends of the People, aſſociated for the 
- Purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Re- 
form, held this Day, 


. SAMUEL WHITBREAD, jun. Eſq. M. P. 


In the Chair. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


That the following Addreſs be adopted | 


by this Society and publiſhed in the Town 
and Country Newſpapers. | 


« THI Society of the Friends af the 


People, aſſociated for the purpoſe 


of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, after 


a careful reviſion of all their Declarations, 


Reſolutions, and Proceedings, ſince their 


Inſtitution, as well as of the events which 
have taken place ſince their laſt Meeting; 
and after an attentive conſideration of tl 


preſent ſtate of public affairs the apparent 
diſpoſitions. of the people at this time the 
acknowledged conviction of almoſt all men, 
of all parties, of the neceſſity of a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, and with no other differ- 

ence of opinion, but concerning the extent 
of the meaſure, or the time for propoſing 


it; 


- 
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it; and finally, the ſituation in which this 
Society is placed by their own engagements, 
and by the expectations formed of their 
future conduct, have this day, 


UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, 
That they hold themſelves bound by 
every tie of honour and of duty, to = 
ſevere in their endeavours to accompliſh, 
through the known channels of the Confti- 
tution, the object of their Aſſociation ; 
namely, an effectual Reformation in the con- 
ſtruction of the Houſe of Commons, until 
the object is obtained, or fhall be found to 
be evidently unattainable by their efforts, or 
y any of thoſe means in which they can 
participate. A ney 
That conſidering the pains inceſſantly 
taken to traduce the character and princi- 
ples of this Society, firſt by endeavouring to 
confound the idea of a Reform m Parſia- 
ment, with that of diſaffection to the eſta- 
bliſhed Conſtitution of this kingdom, as ifa 
real Repreſentation of the Commons were 
incompatible with the ſecurity of a limited 
monarchy, as if the Crown were not ſafe 
with an honeſt unbiaſed Houſe of Com- 
mons, or as if the idea of ſuch Reform had 
been at all times reprobated, as it now is, by 
_ thoſe who occupy the higheſt ſtations of 
profit and confidence under the Crown; and 
then by uniting us in the Tame deſcription 
and obloquy with perſons whom they call 


at 
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Repulicans and Levellers, and with whom, 
if ſuch doctrines and perſous exiſt, we have 
no connexion; we think it incumbent on us 
to declare once more, that we diſclaim the 
views and principles ſo baſely and falſely 
attributed to us; and that deteſting, as we 


do, the corruptions and abuſes 1 
prevailing and encreaſing in every branc 


and department of government, our ſole 
wiſh and object is to provide a conſtitu- 
tional inſtrument and power, by which they 
may be removed or corrected in a regular 
Parliamentary way. _ £ | 

« That, calling, as we have done, for 
the ſupport of the country in their own 
cauſe, and for the purpoſes which we have 
repeatedly declared, and ſoliciting the 
aſſiſtance of every man, who approves of 
our deſign, and may be deſirous to pro- 
mote it; we at the ſame time moſt earneſtly 
exhort and conjure the true friends of the 


_ cauſe of Reform, to diſcourage, and reſiſt, 


to the utmoſt of their ability, every attempt 
to 75 it by any other means than thoſe 

the laws permit, and the Conſtitution 
warrants. Miſtaken zeal is always at the 
mercy, and too often under the guidance of 
real treachery. They who affect moſt to 


abhor ſedition, are ſometimes found at the 


bottom of it themſelves; and inſtances are 


not wanting to prove, that, under the 


ſpecious pretence of ſtrengthening the hands 
of Government, a deſign may be Re. 
b 0 12 a 


1 
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of deſtroying the liberty of the preſs, of 
calling in the military power, and finally 
annihilating the Civil Government of the 
country. 4 az 

« That whereas we have received aſſur- 
ances from numerous and reſpectable Aſſo- 
ciations in different parts of this united 
kingdom, of their entire concurrence in 
our declared views and principles, of their 
confidence in our integrity and prudence, 
and of their determination to ſupport us, 
we earneſtly hope, that thoſe Aſſociations, 
as well as all others, who are friends of the 
ſame cauſe, will confine themſelves to the 
ſame diſtinct object that we do, and co- 
operate with us on the principles ſtated in 
this and our former Declarations. In re- 
turn, we promiſe them, that we will exert, 
and devote our faculties, and our labours 
faithfully, honourably, and ſteadily, to the 
the great cauſe of Reform, in which we are 
engaged and united with them. 


In Name and by the Order of the Society, 
gy Signed ed 
SAMUEL WHITBREAD, Jux. Chairman. 
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


That the following Letter, addreſſed to the 
Preſident of this Society, and the An- 
ſwer of the Committee, be printed and 
« UNITED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN. 
++ Hon. SIMON BUTLER in the Chair. 
: « The Society of United . Iriſhmen of 


Dublin addreſs the Friends of the People at 
London, impreſſed with the reſemblance in 


the title, nature, and deſtination of their re- 


ſpective inſtitutions ; and acting under that 

aternity. of feeling which ſuch a coinci- 
dence naturally in{pires. The title which 
you bear is a glorious one: and we too 
are Friends of the People. If we be aſked, 


Who are the People? We turn not our 


eyes here and there, to this party, or to 


that perſuaſion, and cry, © Lo! the People ; 


but we look around us without partiality or 
predilection, and we anſwer, * The multi- 
* tude of human beings, the living maſs of 
* humanity affociated to exiſt, to ſubſiſt, 
* and to be happy. In them, and them 
only, we find the original of ſocial autho- 


_ © rity, the meaſure of political value, and 


* the pedeſtal of legitimate power.” 


As 
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As Friends of the People, upholding 
their rights and deploring their ſufferings, 
the great object of this Society is a real re- 
— of the Iriſh nation in an Iriſh 
parliament; and as friends of the whole 
people, we ſupport the neceſſity of Ca- 
tholic emancipation, as a means of maki 

repreſentation what it ought to be, free, 
equal, and entire. If the people of one 
country be not obliged to obey the laws of 
another, on the ſame principle when the 
people reſident in a country have no fort of 
influence over the legiſlature, that legiſla- 
ture will receive — a diſcretional ac- 
quieſcence than legitimate obedience ; and 
as this diſcretional ſtate is dangerous, be- 


cauſe precarious, a change becomes neceſ- 


ſary for the peace and happineſs of the na- 
tion, violence being the laſt meaſure to 
which rational beings will reſort. 

« The preſent ſtate of Ireland, with re- 
gard to population, is upwards of four 
millions, three of which are of the Catho- 
lic religion ; and with regard to political 
freedom, | 
1. The ſtate of Proteſtant repreſentation is 

as follows: 17 boroughs have no reſident elec- 
or; 16 have but one: 16 have from two to 
five; go have 1g electors each; go perſons 
return for 106 venal boroughs, that 1s 212 
members out of goo, the whole number. 
Fifty-four members are returned by five 
5 noble- 


* 
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noblemen and four biſhops ; and borough 
influence has given landlords ſuch power 
in the counties, as makes them boroughs 
allo.—In ſhort, reprefentation, which in 
its nature is only a depoſit, has been con- 
verted into a property; and that conſtitu- 
tion which is founded on equal liberty, and 
which declares that no tax ſhall be levied 
without the good will of the people, is 
totally perverted in its principles, and cor- 

rupted in its practice; yet the Majeſty of 
the People is fl quoted with affected ve- 
neration; and if the crown be oſtenſibly 
placed in a part of the Proteſtant portion, 
it is placed in mockery, for it is encircled 
with thorns. 

.< 2. With regard to the Catholics, the 
following is the fimple and ſorrowful fact: 
Three millions, every one of whom has an 
intereſt in the ſtate, and collectively give it 
its value, are taxed without being repre- 
ſented, and bound by laws to which they 
have not given conſent. They now require 
a ſhare of political liberty, in the participa- 
tion of the elective franchiſe, and of civil 
liberty in the privilege of ſerving on Grand 
Juries. . There can be no civil without po- 
litical liberty; and in requiring the right 
of ſuffrage, they, in reality, demand only a 
ſaſe- guard for their religion, their proper- 
ty, and their lives. ies 4 

The code of penal laws againſt the 

Eb Catho- 
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- Catholics, reduced oppreſſion into a ſyſtem ; 
the action and preſſure of this ſyſtem con- 
tinually werent whe without any re- action 
on the part of the 1 ſunk in the le- 
thargy of ſervitude, has confirmed the go- 
verning portion of the people in a habit of 
domination. This babit, mixing with the 
antipathies of paſt times, and the irritations 
of the moment, has impreſſed a ſtran 
perſuaſion, that the rights of the plurality: 
are Proteſtant property, and that the birth- 
right of millions, born and to be born, 
continue the ſpoils of war, and booty of 
conqueſt. The perverſion of the under- 
ſtanding perverts the heart; and this Pro- 
teſtant — as it calls itſelf, unitin 
wer with paſlion, and hating the Catho- 
ics becauſe it has injured them, on a bare 
inquiſitorial ſuſpicion inſufficient to crimi- 
nate an individual, would eraſe a whole 
people from the roll of citizenſhip, and for 
the fins (if they were fins) of remote an- 
ceſtors, would attaint their remoteſt poſte- 
rity. We have read, and read with hor- 
ror, that Louis XI. ordered the children to 
be placed under the ſcaffold, where ihe fa- 
ther was beheaded, that they might be 
ſprinkled with his blood. 
lt is, we think, by this unequal diſ- 
tribution of popular privilege, that its very 
nature, has in this kingdom, been corrupt- 
ed; and from the moment that equality of 
| Tights 
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rights was overturned, and general liberty 


became particular power, the public mipu 
has been ſplit into a conflict of factions. Ge- 
neral diſtribution of the elective franchiſe 
would make corruption impracticable ; but 
when common right becomes the property 
of perſon, party, or perſuaſion, it acquires 
a value equally unnatural and unconſtitu- 
tional; is bought and ſold ; riſes or falls, 
like any marketable commadity. The de- 
privation of the elective franchiſe, on he 
one hand, robs a great majority of the 

nation of an invaluable blefling ; and its 
accumulation in the hands of the Proteſ- 
tant portion, operates on that very por- 


tion as a curſe. The right of all heaped 


up and hoarded by the few, becomes a 
public peſt, and the nutriment of the 
Conſtitution is changed into its poiſon.— 
The iniquitous monoply rots in boroughs, 


ſpreads its contagion through counties, 
taints morals -and manners, makes elec- 


tions mere fairs for the traffic of franchiſe 
and the ſale of men; in place of that 


* nationality of mind, which ſpreads it pa- 


rental embrace around a whole People, 
ſubſtitutes the envious excluding ſpirit of 
ſelfiſh corporations, and ſwelling at length 
into monſtrous and gigantic aſcendancy, 
holds forth an hundred thouſand hands to 
bribe and betray, and tramples with an 
hundred thouſand feet on thoſe miſerable - 


5 | millions 
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millions, who have loſt their only guarantee 
againſt injuſtice and oppreſſion. - | 
Inſtructed by the genius of the Conſti- 
tion, and the genuine ſpirit of the laws ; in- 
ſtructed of late, by all that has been ſpoken, 
or written, or acted, or ſuffered in the cauſe 
of Freedom ; inſtructed by the late reyolu- 
tion in America; by the late revolution in 
Ireland; by the late revolution in, France; 
hearing of all that has been done over the 
face of the globe for Liberty, and feeling all 
that can be ſuffered from the want of it; 
reading the Charter of Independence to 
Ireland, and liſtening to the ſpirit-ſtirring 
voice of her great deliverer; actuated, in 
fine, by that imperiſhable ſpark in the 
boſom of man, which the ſervitude of a 
century may ſmother, but cannot extin- 
iſh, the Catholics of this country have 
b leſſoned into liberty; have learned to 
know their rights; to be ſenſible of their 
wrongs, and to detail, by peaceable delega- 
tion, their grievances, rather than endure 
without obedience. Voul—in either kingdom, 
who reproach the Catholics of Ireland for 
aſſerting the rights of nature, burn your 
books, tear your charters, break down your 
free preſs, and crumble to pieces thoſe 
moulds which have caſt Liberty in ſo fair a 
form, as to make Catholics feel what Pro- 
teſtants have felt, and join their admira- 
tion and love with thoſe of a worſhipping 
CC n 
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This Society and many other Societies 
have aſſociated to create that union of 
power, and that brotherhood of affection, 
among all the inhabitants of this Iſland, 
which is the intereſt as well as duty of all. 
We are all Iriſhmen ; and our object is to 
unite the different deſcriptions of religion in 
the cauſe of our common country. From the 
moſt oppoſite points in the wide circum- 
ference of religion we tend, with increaſin 
velocity, to the ſame centre of polit — 
union. A Reform in Parliament, preceding 


Catholic enfranchiſement, would be in its 


nature partial and excluſive; and unleſs a 
Reform immediately follows that emancipa- 
tion (which 1t will certainly do), the exten- 
ſion of elective franchiſe, would only add to 
the mals of corruption. The centre of our 
union is fixed and immoveable. The Preſby- 
terian wiſhes for National Freedom. The Ca- 
tholic aſpires to nothing more; nor can 
either of them be brought to believe that 
thoſe varieties of religious faith, which may 
be deemed the plealure of the Creator, 
ſhould be made the engines of political tor - 
ture to any of his creatures. Too long have 
our people been ſet in array of battle againſt 

each other; too long have the rancor and 
revenge of our anceſtors been left as a 
legacy of blood to their poſterity ; too long 
has one limb of the ſocial body been tie 
down, until it had nearly loſt all feeling, 
life, and energy. It is our wiſh, it is our 


hope 
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hope, to give Ireland the full and free poſ- 
ſellion of both her arms, her Catholic we 
as well as her Proteſtant arm, that ſhe may 
the better embrace her friends, or grap- 
ple with her foes. $6174.69 $1 
Such are the principles and practice of 
our Inſtitution, which, having neither power 
nor patronage, but merely the energy of 
honelty, has not only been diftinguifhed by 
the calumnies of thoſe, who are born only 
to bite the heel, and be cruſhed under foot, 
but has been honoured by the obloquy of 
men, who fill the firſt in the State, 
From them we appeal to natural right and 
eternal juſtice, which ought ever to be eſta- 
bliſhed without compromiſe or reſervation. 
From them we appeal to thoſe, who call 
themſelves Friends of the People. Look 
The Deriod of ieh mg dene ib pang 
he period of Iriſh inſignificance is paſſing 
faſt away. If the Nation ever A 
temptible, it was becauſe the Nation did not 
act: but no fooner in the late war was it 
abandoned by Government, than it roſe to 
diſtinction as a People. As to any union 
between the Iſlands, believe us when we aſ⸗ 
ſert, that our union reſts upon our mutual 


independence. We ſhall love each other, 

if we, be left to ourſelves. It is the union of 

minds which onght to bind theſe Nations to- 

gether. Reciprocal intereſts. and mutual 

wants will ever ſecure mutual affection; hut, 

were any other union to be forced, and force 
> "oY only 
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only could effect it, you would endanger 


Jour Liberties, ' and we ſhould loſe. our 


ights ; you would feel the influence of the 


| Crown increaſed beyond all ſufferance, and 


we ſhould loſe the name and energies of a 


People, with every hope of raiſing to its 


merited ſtation in the map of mankind, this 
noble and neglected Iſland, « for which God 
has done ſo much, and man ſo little.” 


Signed by Order, 
bes * THOMAS WRIGHT, Sanum. 


bun, o Oftober 26, 1799. 
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ANSWER 


of the Committee of the Society of FN 
'FRIENDs of the PropLE, aſſociated for the 


"Purpoſe of obtaining a ee, 
Reform. 


rr gp Commits Rooms No. Pride, Sho 
SIR, | 
WE are ele by 1 bands of Mr. 


Archd ekin, the favour of your Addreſs, 


2 thall take the earlieſt opportunity of 
CL git before the Society of the Friends 

he Foe at theirefirſt eins, which 
is 


or FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. | 67 


is appointed to be held on the 15th of next 
month. We cannot, however, delay ex- 
CY the pleaſure we feel in finding ſo ſo. 
arge a portion of our fellow- citizens en- 
tertaining ſentiments ſo juſt, and expreſ- 
ſing theſe ſentiments with an energy that 
12 aſſent. Our endeavours muſt * 
_ ceflarily be confined to this Iſland, an 
wv 8 n 1 to Treland 
which ever mu $ a right to ate 
for herſelf. Whether we hail give 25 — 
the example, our wiſhes will _ be earneſt 


for your ſucceſs. 
C7 In name and by order 
Of the Committee, | 
N (signed) GEORGE ROVUS, ; Chairman 
| November, 27, 1792. 
To the Preſident of the S United 
fr mol * Dull, E 
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AT a Meeting of the Committee on the 
24th of May, it was ordered that the 
— Reſolutions be es * cir- 


ee oy this a 


I WIE " Thaiched-Houſe-Tavern, den May, ate 


22 Ta numerous and refpectable Meet- 

of Members of Parliament friendly 
* „ Conſtitutional Reformation, and of 
« Members of ſeyeral nd cn of coun- 
< ties and üties. | | 8 


P R E $ k N T, | 

The Duke of nn The Hon. Williars Pitt, 
Lord Surrey, The Rev. Mr. Wyrvill, 
Lord Mahon Major Cartwright, 

The —— Mr. John War Tooke, 

ir Watkin Lowe, Alderman Wilkes, 
Mr. Duncombe, Doctor Jebb .. 
Sir C. Wra „ Mr. Churchill, 
Mr. Withers, eee OO. Gs 


*© RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, | 


« That the Motion of the Hon. William 
Pitt, on the 7th inſtant, for the Appoint- 
* ment of a Committee of the Houſe of 
« Commons to enquire into the ſtate of the 
„ Reprelentation of the le of Great 
\*© Britain, and to report the ſame to the 
% Houſe, and alſo what ſteps it might be 
“ neceflary to take, having been defeated 
by a Motion for the Order of the Day, 
it is become „„ necellary, that 


— 
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application ſhould be made to Parliament 
by petitions from the collective Body of 
the People, in their reſpective diſtricts, 
« requeſting a ſubſtantial Reformation of 

« the Commons Houle of Parliament. 


* RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, _ 


« That this Meeting, conſidering that - 
« a general Application by the collective 

<«« Body of the people to the Houſe of Com- 
** mons cannot be made before the cloſe of 
«the prefent Seſſion, is of opinion that the 
4 ſenſe of the People ſbould be taken at ſuch times 
wt GP be convenient during this ſummer, 
in order to. lay their ſeveral petitions before 


« Parliament early. in the next Seſſion, w 
« their propoſals for a Parliamentary Refor- 
% mation ere _ neither the liberty of 
« the Nation cam be preſerved, nor the perma- 
« nence of a wiſe and virtuous adminiſtration can 
« be ſecure) 10 receive that ample ge mature 


* 2 ee eee agli * 
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The DICLARATION of Feb 1 the Livy nes, 
einen by the Hon. THomas ExSKINE.,, T 


t HD 571: T which is added, © K r 
A LETTER to Mr. Reeves and his Aſſociates, for POT Liberty 
and Property. By Tons Law, Eſq, late One of the Committee. 

2. Mr. FOX's SPEECH at the Opening of . 3d. or 
uu 20s, 

2. Mr. FOX's SPEECH at * whig Club. 24 or 100 16:. 
| 4. Mr. FOX's SPEECH on the Alien Bill, 39, or 10⁰ 2 
J. Mr. FOX's SPEECH on a War with France, 3d. or 100 207. 

6. LETTERS to the People of Scotland, ona Reform of Parliament, 

by Nonas MacLzop, Eſq, M. P. 14. or 109 73. TY . 
7. A POETICAL and PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAY on the French 
Revolution : addreſſed to the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, By 
| mo Con M, Efq. M. P. Second Edition, * 2%. + 

8. DANGER of an INVASION from France, . 
. WAR with FRANCE ; or, Who Pays the Reckoning, 6d. . 
10. MORE REASONS for” 4 REFORM in PARLIAMENT, in 
Four Letters. 1ſt. To the Committee for Enquirivg into Impriſonment 
for Debt. zd. To Mr. Reeves, Chairman of the Place and Penſion Club. 
3d. Te Thomas Bull from. Joba Bull, ach. Te Judge Aſhurſt, on his 
Charge to the Grand Jury, 34. or 100 20% $1508 


T 


«#4 


1 


I. The AUTHENTIC STATE. PAPERS which paſſe berwern 
a Lord Grenville and M. Chauvelin, -2e. 


- #2. LE BRUN's MEMORIAL, with Lord Grenville Anfwer, 3d. 

13. The SPEECH of KERSAINT in the French Convention; on 
a War with England, 3d. or 100 207. 

14. BRISSOTT's TWO REPORTS. To which is added the Pro- 
' teſts of the Marquis of Lanſdowne, Earl of Lauderdale, and Earl of 
Derby, againſt a War with France, I:. 

15. TRUTH and REASON 2gainſt PLACE and PENSION. Ad- 
Areſſed to Mr. Reeves and his Aſſociates, 6d. 

16. LETTERS cn POLITICAL LIBERTY, and on the Sub- 


Mr T Pn 09 8 vgs Eo. Third Edition. 
17. 64. 


8 
7. A PLAN for Reducing a Large Empire to a Small __ m"_ 
te Dr. FaanKLiN, 2d, 


18. Capt. GAWLER's Account of his —_ turned out _ the _ 
Second Edition, 6d. 


19. CRIMES of the KINGS of FRANCE, 1 vol. 47. 66. 
20. NEW CONSTITUTION of FRANCE, 1. N 


21. An INQUIRY into the Crounds of Political Difference, which 
are ſuppoſed to exiſt _ ſome of the M-mbers of the Whig Club, 
2s, 64. 


22. REMONSTRANCE againſt a War with France, by Charles 
Grey, Eſq. M. P. 

23. TWO SPEECHES of Mr. FOX, on the King's Meſſage to the 
Houſe of Commons, on the Execution of Lobt Carer. 


24. The LIFE and WRITINGS of the Rev. David Williams, by 
Tromas Moxrice, Eſq. 

25. The LIFE of ELWES, by Capt. Tor nau, 37. 6d. 
| 26. DISSERTATION on GOVERNMENT, by WIr Lia Wares. 

27. An ANSWER to the Judges Appeal to Juſtice; a Letter to Sir 
H. Afhurſt, in Reply to his A to the Grand Jury n 
ſex, 3d. e 

28. ADDRESS of the Aſſociation of the Friends of the — 
the Duxe of LeinsTen in the Chair. 


2*. ADDRESS of the United Iriſhmen of Dublin, to the Friends of 
the People in London, 3d. or 100 205. 


30. LAW v. EQUITY; being Advice to a certain Lord High Chan- 
cellor, 12 Judges. 600 Barriſters, 500 Engliſh and 800 Triſh Students of 
Law, and the ſmall Number of 36,000 Attornies ; which, according te 
the Roll are nearly the Number contained in this Kingdom, 23. 

31, ROYAL RECOLLECTIONS, or a Tour to Cheltenham. The 
Fourteenth Edition, 2s. 6d. : 


32. The ROYAL TOUR to WEYMOUTH, 2s. 


33. The MANIFESTOES of the DUKE of BRUNSWICK, GE. 
NERAL BURGOYNE, EMPEROR of GERMANY, and the KING. 
of PRUSSIA, to which is added The ROYAL PROCLAMATION 
PRAYER on the KING's RECOVERY, and JUDGE ASHURST's 
CHARGE to the GRAND INQUEST, in Michaelmas Term 17. 4. 
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„ A $KETCH e the Reign, of the Pine of Denmark, Ke, 

Kc. 37. 6d. a | 5 AK 

. CRITICISMS on the ROLLIAD, &c &c. complete, bound and 

lettered, 167. ö 0 0 
36. The SECRET HISTORY of the GREEN ROOMS. Being the 

Lives of the AcToxy and AcTars555 in the Three Theatres Royal, 

2 vols. ſewed, $:. | | | | Ko 


Py 


Ex The LADIES LIBRARY ; or Complete Female Directory, 2 
bound, 145. 


. & SERMON, by the Rev. Dr. Huszzy, 1. 
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